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"STREET" URCHINS

Sam Stovall, Chief Investment Strategist: Look for a special year-end 8Ctor Strategy
piece on Thursday, December 31.During this holiday season, it's ot to cgme across
a rendition of Dickens's "A Christmas Carol." This classic, alon is other
works, highlights the plight of stre...

Sam Stovall, Chief Investment Strategist: Look for a special year-end Sector St iece on Thursday, Dece

that provide analytical coverage
," "WEAK HOLD," and "SELL"

&P Composite 1500 Index (which consists of the
owed analytically by Wall Street investment firms,

ad a Wall Street consensus opinion ranking of BUY,
ere ranked WEAK HOLD and only one (0%)
all, and 909 in the S &P 1500. Of these 909, 77
(29%) had 4-STARS (Buy), 456 (50%) had 3-STARS

The Wall Street Consensus Opinion page of S&P's Stock Repo
of a particular stock, along with the number of "BUY,"
recommendations. As of November 30, 2009, of the
large-cap S&P 500, MidCap 400 and SmallCap 600 I
excluding those from Standard&Poor's. Of these 1483,
865 (58%) were ranked BUY/HOLD, 541 (36%) were r

these issues each carried Ofihi NV aninion, I either spoke with our analysts who follow these issues or read their most
recent S&P Stock Report. il

y, CFA, said "We expect new products and higher industry production to drive automotive

} (GNTX 18*****) has a strong balance sheet and an above-average dividend yield." Eric Kolb

(SNI 407 ****) is a well-run, niche cable network owner/operator (Food TV and HG-TV) that
ick in advertising in the coming 12-months." Marie Driscoll, CFA told me she thinks

Nike for the 22-and-unders. Longer term, we see UA's strong and growing brand providing

copeAdvisor story, Tina Vital wrote, "ConocoPhillips' (COP 51*****) plan to sell approximately

e next few years, and trim its capital expenditures budget from about $12.5 billion in '09 to about $11
billion in '10, sho prove COP's capital position and financial flexibility in a challenging industry environment. Also, COP
said it would raise its quarterly dividend about 6% to $0.50."

Financials - In a recent S&P Stock Report, Stuart Plesser wrote, "Although we see charge-offs picking up due to higher
unemployment levels, we think Discover Financial Services (DFS 16*****) should be lower than most of its peers, given its more
conservative customer base and lower market share in areas in which housing prices are under great pressure." Rafay Khalid, CFA,
immediately and will create a platform for future deposit growth in new markets. In addition, we forecast minimal loan losses as a
result of the loss sharing agreement with the government." Erik Oja, who covers TCF Financial (TCB 13*****)_ recently wrote
"TCB, which is free of TARP-related lending pressures and constraints, has indicated that it is open to increasing its quarterly
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DR, Inc (UDR
this REIT's shares. In

dividend, from the current $0.05, as conditions improve." And finally, Royal F. Shepard, CFA, who c
15##***) recently said "In the near term, debt reduction and share buybacks should provide suppo
2010, we believe UDR will benefit from the completion of several new development projects."”

Industrials - Michael Jaffe told me he has a favorable opinion on Fastenal Co (FAST 39%****
has strong cash flow, no debts and solid growth prospects. I think the shares are worth the rich

as compelling."

Information Technology -- Dylan Cathers recently wrote "We believe
advantage of certain of the Obama administration's areas of emphag
cyber security." Clyde Montevirgen favors Linear Technology Cg
semiconductor companies, in our view, with relatively high m
downturn and maintain above peer profitability." Angelo Zin8
wrote "We expect sales and margins will benefit from riging semi®

Materials - Stuart Benway, CFA, who covers Louisian
benefit from a projected acceleration of new home con
PPG Industries (PPG 60*****) said "I am positive on th
growth in its coatings (e.g., industrial paint) business, alo
dividend payment for the 38th straight 5

“*) because "The company's announced target of a 55%
increase in the coming year."

Utilities -- Chris Muir told me he favor
payout ratio by 2010 should support a hi
So there you have it. While some on the "Stree view these'issues as urchins, S&P Equity analysts look upon them as Tiny
Tims.
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